“FLYING
SAUCER”
WAS PLANET

YDNEY, May 26. — Caplain
Gordon Savage, Lhe pilol
whoe reporied a "flving saucer”
near Canberra this  merning
sald lo-nighit he first ithoaght il
mighi be a plane, bui he is
ronvineed mow thait the red and
white allernaling lights he saw
were n phenomenon causcd by
the planet Venus rising on the
horizen.

Cupt, Savage and First OMeer
F. E. Hustilow were flving a
HE 3 freighter from Brisbane
to Melbourne and uear Can-
berra were tuming back to
Sydney, because Fssendon whas
temiporarily closed. when they
siw  lights 1o the cast  at
3125 am,

In an offelal report to hig
company First OMeer Hastilow
sard that a white Ligint  alter-
naled at 15 seconds interval to
i ored light, They were Hying
al 000 feet and the lights were
ubove them, nppesring somg
distance away and moving in
the sume northerly direction at
i considerably lasler speed,

Caplain Savage climbed to
M feet to get a botter look
The object drew away  and
eventually  disappeiared, bt
when the freighter's nuvigation
lights were turned ol strange
lights ahead reappearca.

Replyving to & roadio guery
from the freighter. Mascot con-
trol tower sald that no other
vlane was In the vicinity, Later
Miseot tower picked up an une-
usial light in the east

TRIED TO CHASE IT

Asked to-night why he had
turned off his navigntion lighis,
Capltain Savage sald: “At that
time I was quite convinced 0
was some forelgn object in the
rhv. 1 thought it might be some
olther alreraft that did not want
me o see him,

“1 immediately thought of a
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“1 immediately thought of a
Russian plane that might  be
having n look round our coast-
line. 1 turmed towards it and
tried te chase it but it disap.
peared.”™

Captnin Savage said he ruled

riit his first belief that  the
llghts came from a planet be
couge he could see no  other

siars gmd believed the night to

be cloudless, He later learned
that there was a high elrrus
cloud hiding the other s«lars

while Venus rose from the hort-
zin.

“"With the glare of light on o
biack background it wns  im.
noesible to tell the distance. |
could only compare it with .n
aireraft’s navigatidn lights™ he

said .
EIMILAR SIGHT

First Oficer M. Porteous
AN.A. pilot, said lo-night that
he had logged a similar phe-
nomenon about 53 am. on March
15, whilte fiving between Ced-
una and Adelaide on the Perth-
Adelnide ron,

There was o fantagtie display
of light green and red alternnt-
ing Tightg until the planet rose
ahout 15 degrives  above  the
horizon and the lights disap-
peared Tt had heen establigshed
a: the planet Vevius .

The navigator was slar shoot-
ing at the time and the planet
was plotted

No report of to-dav's mvsilery
hue bween srade o the Departs
ment of Civil Aviatiom

The Depnn ioent’s el
superintendoent of  aceidert
clitfies. Mr. W. 1. Milne, said
“The Tast time U saw o fiving |
sateer T was o oy woy hlllm'|
frerm n RAAF nwex ™
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